Connecticut Statutes Regarding Homicide and Capital Punishment
Title 53A. Penal Code
Chapter 952. Penal Code: Offenses
Part II. Sentences and Sentencing Procedure
***
§ 53a-45. Murder: Penalty; waiver of jury trial; finding of lesser degree
(a) Murder is punishable as a class A felony in accordance with subdivision (2) of section 53a-35a
unless it is a capital felony or murder under section 53a-54d.
(b) If a person indicted for murder or held to answer for murder after a hearing conducted in
accordance with the provisions of section 54-46a waives his right to a jury trial and elects to be tried
by a court, the court shall be composed of three judges designated by the chief court administrator
or his designee, who shall name one such judge to preside over the trial. Such judges, or a majority
of them, shall have power to decide all questions of law and fact arising upon the trial and render
judgment accordingly.
(c) The court or jury before which any person indicted for murder or held to answer for murder after
a hearing conducted in accordance with the provisions of section 54-46a is tried may find such
person guilty of homicide in a lesser degree than that charged.

§ 53a-46a. Imposition of sentence for capital felony. Hearing. Special verdict. Mitigating and
aggravating factors. Factors barring death sentence
(a) A person shall be subjected to the penalty of death for a capital felony only if a hearing is held
in accordance with the provisions of this section.
(b) For the purpose of determining the sentence to be imposed when a defendant is convicted of or
pleads guilty to a capital felony, the judge or judges who presided at the trial or before whom the
guilty plea was entered shall conduct a separate hearing to determine the existence of any mitigating
factor concerning the defendant's character, background and history, or the nature and circumstances
of the crime, and any aggravating factor set forth in subsection (i). Such hearing shall not be held
if the state stipulates that none of the aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) of this section
exists or that any factor set forth in subsection (h) exists. Such hearing shall be conducted (1) before
the jury which determined the defendant's guilt, or (2) before a jury impaneled for the purpose of
such hearing if (A) the defendant was convicted upon a plea of guilty; (B) the defendant was
convicted after a trial before three judges as provided in subsection (b) of section 53a-45; or (C) if
the jury which determined the defendant's guilt has been discharged by the court for good cause, or
(3) before the court, on motion of the defendant and with the approval of the court and the consent
of the state.
(c) In such hearing the court shall disclose to the defendant or his counsel all material contained in
any presentence report which may have been prepared. No presentence information withheld from
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the defendant shall be considered in determining the existence of any mitigating or aggravating
factor. Any information relevant to any mitigating factor may be presented by either the state or the
defendant, regardless of its admissibility under the rules governing admission of evidence in trials
of criminal matters, but the admissibility of information relevant to any of the aggravating factors
set forth in subsection (i) shall be governed by the rules governing the admission of evidence in such
trials. The state and the defendant shall be permitted to rebut any information received at the hearing
and shall be given fair opportunity to present argument as to the adequacy of the information to
establish the existence of any mitigating or aggravating factor. The burden of establishing any of
the aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) shall be on the state. The burden of establishing
any mitigating factor shall be on the defendant.
(d) In determining whether a mitigating factor exists concerning the defendant's character,
background or history, or the nature and circumstances of the crime, pursuant to subsection (b) of
this section, the jury or, if there is no jury, the court shall first determine whether a particular factor
concerning the defendant's character, background or history, or the nature and circumstances of the
crime, has been established by the evidence, and shall determine further whether that factor is
mitigating in nature, considering all the facts and circumstances of the case. Mitigating factors are
such as do not constitute a defense or excuse for the capital felony of which the defendant has been
convicted, but which, in fairness and mercy, may be considered as tending either to extenuate or
reduce the degree of his culpability or blame for the offense or to otherwise constitute a basis for a
sentence less than death.
(e) The jury or, if there is no jury, the court shall return a special verdict setting forth its findings as
to the existence of any factor set forth in subsection (h), the existence of any aggravating factor or
factors set forth in subsection (i) and whether any aggravating factor or factors outweigh any
mitigating factor or factors found to exist pursuant to subsection (d).
(f) If the jury or, if there is no jury, the court finds that (1) none of the factors set forth in subsection
(h) exist, (2) one or more of the aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) exist and (3)(A) no
mitigating factor exists or (B) one or more mitigating factors exist but are outweighed by one or
more aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i), the court shall sentence the defendant to death.
(g) If the jury or, if there is no jury, the court finds that (1) any of the factors set forth in subsection
(h) exist, or (2) none of the aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) exists or (3) one or more
of the aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) exist and one or more mitigating factors exist,
but the one or more aggravating factors set forth in subsection (i) do not outweigh the one or more
mitigating factors, the court shall impose a sentence of life imprisonment without the possibility of
release.
(h) The court shall not impose the sentence of death on the defendant if the jury or, if there is no jury,
the court finds by a special verdict, as provided in subsection (e), that at the time of the offense (1)
the defendant was under the age of eighteen years, or (2) the defendant was a person with mental
retardation, as defined in section 1-1g, or (3) the defendant's mental capacity was significantly
impaired or the defendant's ability to conform the defendant's conduct to the requirements of law was
significantly impaired but not so impaired in either case as to constitute a defense to prosecution, or
(4) the defendant was criminally liable under sections 53a-8, 53a-9 and 53a-10 for the offense, which
was committed by another, but the defendant's participation in such offense was relatively minor,
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although not so minor as to constitute a defense to prosecution, or (5) the defendant could not
reasonably have foreseen that the defendant's conduct in the course of commission of the offense of
which the defendant was convicted would cause, or would create a grave risk of causing, death to
another person.
(i) The aggravating factors to be considered shall be limited to the following: (1) The defendant
committed the offense during the commission or attempted commission of, or during the immediate
flight from the commission or attempted commission of, a felony and the defendant had previously
been convicted of the same felony; or (2) the defendant committed the offense after having been
convicted of two or more state offenses or two or more federal offenses or of one or more state
offenses and one or more federal offenses for each of which a penalty of more than one year
imprisonment may be imposed, which offenses were committed on different occasions and which
involved the infliction of serious bodily injury upon another person; or (3) the defendant committed
the offense and in such commission knowingly created a grave risk of death to another person in
addition to the victim of the offense; or (4) the defendant committed the offense in an especially
heinous, cruel or depraved manner; or (5) the defendant procured the commission of the offense by
payment, or promise of payment, of anything of pecuniary value; or (6) the defendant committed
the offense as consideration for the receipt, or in expectation of the receipt, of anything of pecuniary
value; or (7) the defendant committed the offense with an assault weapon, as defined in section
53-202a; or (8) the defendant committed the offense set forth in subdivision (1) of section 53a-54b
to avoid arrest for a criminal act or prevent detection of a criminal act or to hamper or prevent the
victim from carrying out any act within the scope of the victim's official duties or to retaliate against
the victim for the performance of the victim's official duties.

§ 53a-46b. Review of death sentence
(a) Any sentence of death imposed in accordance with the provisions of section 53a-46a shall be
reviewed by the Supreme Court pursuant to its rules. In addition to its authority to correct errors at
trial, the Supreme Court shall either affirm the sentence of death or vacate said sentence and remand
for imposition of a sentence in accordance with subdivision (1) of section 53a-35a.
(b) The Supreme Court shall affirm the sentence of death unless it determines that: (1) The sentence
was the product of passion, prejudice or any other arbitrary factor; or (2) the evidence fails to
support the finding of an aggravating factor specified in subsection (i) of section 53a-46a.
(c) The sentence review shall be in addition to direct appeal and, if an appeal is taken, the review and
appeal shall be consolidated for consideration. The court shall then render its decision on the legal
errors claimed and the validity of the sentence.

§ 53a-46c. Applicability of death penalty provisions in effect on and after October 1, 1980
The provisions of sections 53a-46a and 53a-46b in effect on and after October 1, 1980, shall be
applicable to any person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a capital felony under subdivisions
(1) to (6), inclusive, of section 53a-54b on or after June 13, 1983.
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§ 53a-46d. Victim impact statement read in court prior to imposition of sentence for crime
punishable by death
A victim impact statement prepared with the assistance of a victim advocate to be placed in court
files in accordance with subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 54-220 may be read in court
prior to imposition of sentence upon a defendant found guilty of a crime punishable by death.

§ 53a-54a. Murder
(a) A person is guilty of murder when, with intent to cause the death of another person, he causes
the death of such person or of a third person or causes a suicide by force, duress or deception; except
that in any prosecution under this subsection, it shall be an affirmative defense that the defendant
committed the proscribed act or acts under the influence of extreme emotional disturbance for which
there was a reasonable explanation or excuse, the reasonableness of which is to be determined from
the viewpoint of a person in the defendant's situation under the circumstances as the defendant
believed them to be, provided nothing contained in this subsection shall constitute a defense to a
prosecution for, or preclude a conviction of, manslaughter in the first degree or any other crime.
(b) Evidence that the defendant suffered from a mental disease, mental defect or other mental
abnormality is admissible, in a prosecution under subsection (a) of this section, on the question of
whether the defendant acted with intent to cause the death of another person.
(c) Murder is punishable as a class A felony in accordance with subdivision (2) of section 53a-35a
unless it is a capital felony or murder under section 53a-54d.

§ 53a-54b. Capital felony
A person is guilty of a capital felony who is convicted of any of the following: (1) Murder of a
member of the Division of State Police within the Department of Public Safety or of any local police
department, a chief inspector or inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a state marshal who
is exercising authority granted under any provision of the general statutes, a judicial marshal in
performance of the duties of a judicial marshal, a constable who performs criminal law enforcement
duties, a special policeman appointed under section 29-18, a conservation officer or special
conservation officer appointed by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection under the
provisions of section 26-5, an employee of the Department of Correction or a person providing
services on behalf of said department when such employee or person is acting within the scope of
such employee's or person's employment or duties in a correctional institution or facility and the
actor is confined in such institution or facility, or any firefighter, while such victim was acting within
the scope of such victim's duties; (2) murder committed by a defendant who is hired to commit the
same for pecuniary gain or murder committed by one who is hired by the defendant to commit the
same for pecuniary gain; (3) murder committed by one who has previously been convicted of
intentional murder or of murder committed in the course of commission of a felony; (4) murder
committed by one who was, at the time of commission of the murder, under sentence of life
imprisonment; (5) murder by a kidnapper of a kidnapped person during the course of the kidnapping
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or before such person is able to return or be returned to safety; (6) murder committed in the course
of the commission of sexual assault in the first degree; (7) murder of two or more persons at the
same time or in the course of a single transaction; or (8) murder of a person under sixteen years of
age.

§ 53a-54c. Felony murder
A person is guilty of murder when, acting either alone or with one or more persons, he commits or
attempts to commit robbery, burglary, kidnapping, sexual assault in the first degree, aggravated
sexual assault in the first degree, sexual assault in the third degree, sexual assault in the third degree
with a firearm, escape in the first degree, or escape in the second degree and, in the course of and in
furtherance of such crime or of flight therefrom, he, or another participant, if any, causes the death
of a person other than one of the participants, except that in any prosecution under this section, in
which the defendant was not the only participant in the underlying crime, it shall be an affirmative
defense that the defendant: (1) Did not commit the homicidal act or in any way solicit, request,
command, importune, cause or aid the commission thereof; and (2) was not armed with a deadly
weapon, or any dangerous instrument; and (3) had no reasonable ground to believe that any other
participant was armed with such a weapon or instrument; and (4) had no reasonable ground to
believe that any other participant intended to engage in conduct likely to result in death or serious
physical injury.

§ 53a-54d. Arson murder
A person is guilty of murder when, acting either alone or with one or more persons, he commits
arson and, in the course of such arson, causes the death of a person. Notwithstanding any other
provision of the general statutes, any person convicted of murder under this section shall be punished
by life imprisonment and shall not be eligible for parole.

§ 53a-55. Manslaughter in the first degree: Class B felony
(a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the first degree when: (1) With intent to cause serious
physical injury to another person, he causes the death of such person or of a third person; or (2) with
intent to cause the death of another person, he causes the death of such person or of a third person
under circumstances which do not constitute murder because he committed the proscribed act or acts
under the influence of extreme emotional disturbance, as provided in subsection (a) of section
53a-54a, except that the fact that homicide was committed under the influence of extreme emotional
disturbance constitutes a mitigating circumstance reducing murder to manslaughter in the first degree
and need not be proved in any prosecution initiated under this subsection; or (3) under
circumstances evincing an extreme indifference to human life, he recklessly engages in conduct
which creates a grave risk of death to another person, and thereby causes the death of another person.
(b) Manslaughter in the first degree is a class B felony.

Ct. homicide & death penalty law

5

§ 53a-55a. Manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm: Class B felony: Five years not
suspendable
(a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm when he commits
manslaughter in the first degree as provided in section 53a-55, and in the commission of such offense
he uses, or is armed with and threatens the use of or displays or represents by his words or conduct
that he possesses a pistol, revolver, shotgun, machine gun, rifle or other firearm. No person shall
be found guilty of manslaughter in the first degree and manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm
upon the same transaction but such person may be charged and prosecuted for both such offenses
upon the same information.
(b) Manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm is a class B felony and any person found guilty
under this section shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment in accordance with subdivision (4)
of section 53a-35a of which five years of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by
the court.

§ 53a-56. Manslaughter in the second degree: Class C felony
(a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree when: (1) He recklessly causes the death
of another person; or (2) he intentionally causes or aids another person, other than by force, duress
or deception, to commit suicide.
(b) Manslaughter in the second degree is a class C felony.

§ 53a-56a. Manslaughter in the second degree with a firearm: Class C felony: One year not
suspendable
(a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree with a firearm when he commits
manslaughter in the second degree as provided in section 53a-56, and in the commission of such
offense he uses or is armed with and threatens the use of or displays or represents by his words or
conduct that he possesses a pistol, revolver, shotgun, rifle, machine gun or other firearm. No person
shall be found guilty of manslaughter in the second degree and manslaughter in the second degree
with a firearm upon the same transaction but such person may be charged and prosecuted for both
such offenses upon the same information.
(b) Manslaughter in the second degree with a firearm is a class C felony for which one year of the
sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court.

§ 53a-56b. Manslaughter in the second degree with a motor vehicle: Class C felony
(a) A person is guilty of manslaughter in the second degree with a motor vehicle when, while
operating a motor vehicle under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug or both, he causes
the death of another person as a consequence of the effect of such liquor or drug.
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(b) Manslaughter in the second degree with a motor vehicle is a class C felony and the court shall
suspend the motor vehicle operator's license or nonresident operating privilege of any person found
guilty under this section for one year.

§ 53a-57. Misconduct with a motor vehicle: Class D felony
(a) A person is guilty of misconduct with a motor vehicle when, with criminal negligence in the
operation of a motor vehicle, he causes the death of another person.
(b) Misconduct with a motor vehicle is a class D felony.

§ 53a-58. Criminally negligent homicide: Class A misdemeanor
(a) A person is guilty of criminally negligent homicide when, with criminal negligence, he causes
the death of another person, except where the defendant caused such death by a motor vehicle.
(b) Criminally negligent homicide is a class A misdemeanor.

CONNECTICUT PENAL CODE DEFINITIONS
Chapter 950. Penal Code: General Provisions
§ 53a-3. Definitions
Except where different meanings are expressly specified, the following terms have the following
meanings when used in this title:
(1) "Person" means a human being, and, where appropriate, a public or private corporation, a limited
liability company, an unincorporated association, a partnership, a government or a governmental
instrumentality;
(2) "Possess" means to have physical possession or otherwise to exercise dominion or control over
tangible property;
(3) "Physical injury" means impairment of physical condition or pain;
(4) "Serious physical injury" means physical injury which creates a substantial risk of death, or which
causes serious disfigurement, serious impairment of health or serious loss or impairment of the
function of any bodily organ;
(5) "Deadly physical force" means physical force which can be reasonably expected to cause death
or serious physical injury;
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(6) "Deadly weapon" means any weapon, whether loaded or unloaded, from which a shot may be
discharged, or a switchblade knife, gravity knife, billy, blackjack, bludgeon, or metal knuckles. The
definition of "deadly weapon" in this subdivision shall be deemed not to apply to section 29-38 or
53-206;
(7) "Dangerous instrument" means any instrument, article or substance which, under the
circumstances in which it is used or attempted or threatened to be used, is capable of causing death
or serious physical injury, and includes a "vehicle" as that term is defined in this section and includes
a dog that has been commanded to attack, except a dog owned by a law enforcement agency of the
state or any political subdivision thereof or of the federal government when such dog is in the
performance of its duties under the direct supervision, care and control of an assigned law
enforcement officer;
(8) "Vehicle" means a "motor vehicle" as defined in section 14-1, a snowmobile, any aircraft, or any
vessel equipped for propulsion by mechanical means or sail;
(9) "Peace officer" means a member of the Division of State Police within the Department of Public
Safety or an organized local police department, a chief inspector or inspector in the Division of
Criminal Justice, a state marshal while exercising authority granted under any provision of the
general statutes, a judicial marshal in the performance of the duties of a judicial marshal, a
conservation officer or special conservation officer, as defined in section 26-5, a constable who
performs criminal law enforcement duties, a special policeman appointed under section 29-18,
29-18a or 29-19, an adult probation officer, an official of the Department of Correction authorized
by the Commissioner of Correction to make arrests in a correctional institution or facility, any
investigator in the investigations unit of the office of the State Treasurer or any special agent of the
federal government authorized to enforce the provisions of Title 21 of the United States Code;
(10) "Firefighter" means any agent of a municipality whose duty it is to protect life and property
therein as a member of a duly constituted fire department whether professional or volunteer;
(11) A person acts "intentionally" with respect to a result or to conduct described by a statute
defining an offense when his conscious objective is to cause such result or to engage in such
conduct;
(12) A person acts "knowingly" with respect to conduct or to a circumstance described by a statute
defining an offense when he is aware that his conduct is of such nature or that such circumstance
exists;
(13) A person acts "recklessly" with respect to a result or to a circumstance described by a statute
defining an offense when he is aware of and consciously disregards a substantial and unjustifiable
risk that such result will occur or that such circumstance exists. The risk must be of such nature and
degree that disregarding it constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of conduct that a
reasonable person would observe in the situation;
(14) A person acts with "criminal negligence" with respect to a result or to a circumstance described
by a statute defining an offense when he fails to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that such
result will occur or that such circumstance exists. The risk must be of such nature and degree that
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the failure to perceive it constitutes a gross deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable
person would observe in the situation;
(15) "Machine gun" means a weapon of any description, irrespective of size, by whatever name
known, loaded or unloaded, from which a number of shots or bullets may be rapidly or automatically
discharged from a magazine with one continuous pull of the trigger and includes a submachine gun;
(16) "Rifle" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from
the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in
a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of
the trigger;
(17) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired
from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive
in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single
projectile for each single pull of the trigger;
(18) "Pistol" or "revolver" means any firearm having a barrel less than twelve inches;
(19) "Firearm" means any sawed-off shotgun, machine gun, rifle, shotgun, pistol, revolver or other
weapon, whether loaded or unloaded from which a shot may be discharged;
(20) "Electronic defense weapon" means a weapon which by electronic impulse or current is capable
of immobilizing a person temporarily, but is not capable of inflicting death or serious physical injury;
(21) "Martial arts weapon" means a nunchaku, kama, kasari-fundo, octagon sai, tonfa or chinese star;
(22) "Employee of an emergency medical service organization" means an ambulance driver,
emergency medical technician or paramedic as defined in section 19a-175.
(23) "Railroad property" means all tangible property owned, leased or operated by a railroad carrier
including, but not limited to, a right-of-way, track, roadbed, bridge, yard, shop, station, tunnel,
viaduct, trestle, depot, warehouse, terminal or any other structure or appurtenance or equipment
owned, leased or used in the operation of a railroad carrier including a train, locomotive, engine,
railroad car, signals or safety device or work equipment or rolling stock.

§ 53a-5. Criminal liability; mental state required
When the commission of an offense defined in this title, or some element of an offense, requires a
particular mental state, such mental state is ordinarily designated in the statute defining the offense
by use of the terms "intentionally", "knowingly", "recklessly" or "criminal negligence", or by use of
terms, such as "with intent to defraud" and "knowing it to be false", describing a specific kind of
intent or knowledge. When one and only one of such terms appears in a statute defining an offense,
it is presumed to apply to every element of the offense unless an intent to limit its application clearly
appears.
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§ 53a-6. Effect of ignorance or mistake
(a) A person shall not be relieved of criminal liability for conduct because he engages in such
conduct under a mistaken belief of fact, unless: (1) Such factual mistake negates the mental state
required for the commission of an offense; or (2) the statute defining the offense or a statute related
thereto expressly provides that such factual mistake constitutes a defense or exemption; or (3) such
factual mistake is of a kind that supports a defense of justification.
(b) A person shall not be relieved of criminal liability for conduct because he engages in such
conduct under a mistaken belief that it does not, as a matter of law, constitute an offense, unless (1)
the law provides that the state of mind established by such mistaken belief constitutes a defense, or
unless (2) such mistaken belief is founded upon an official statement of law contained in a statute
or other enactment, an administrative order or grant of permission, a judicial decision of a state or
federal court, or an interpretation of the
statute or law relating to the offense, officially made or issued by a public servant, agency or body
legally charged or empowered with the responsibility or privilege of administering, enforcing or
interpreting such statute or law.

§ 53a-7. Effect of intoxication
Intoxication shall not be a defense to a criminal charge, but in any prosecution for an offense
evidence of intoxication of the defendant may be offered by the defendant whenever it is relevant
to negate an element of the crime charged, provided when recklessness or criminal negligence is an
element of the crime charged, if the actor, due to self-induced intoxication, is unaware of or
disregards or fails to perceive a risk which he would have been aware of had he not been intoxicated,
such unawareness, disregard or failure to perceive shall be immaterial. As used in this section,
"intoxication" means a substantial disturbance of mental or physical capacities resulting from the
introduction of substances into the body.

§ 53a-8. Criminal liability for acts of another
(a) A person, acting with the mental state required for commission of an offense, who solicits,
requests, commands, importunes or intentionally aids another person to engage in conduct which
constitutes an offense shall be criminally liable for such conduct and may be prosecuted and
punished as if he were the principal offender.
(b) A person who sells, delivers or provides any firearm, as defined in subdivision (19) of section
53a-3, to another person to engage in conduct which constitutes an offense knowing or under
circumstances in which he should know that such other person intends to use such firearm in such
conduct shall be criminally liable for such conduct and shall be prosecuted and punished as if he
were the principal offender.
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§ 53a-9. Lack of criminal responsibility; absence of prosecution or conviction not a defense
In any prosecution for an offense in which the criminal liability of the defendant is based upon the
conduct of another person under section 53a-8 it shall not be a defense that: (1) Such other person
is not guilty of the offense in question because of lack of criminal responsibility or legal capacity or
awareness of the criminal nature of the conduct in question or of the defendant's criminal purpose
or because of other factors precluding the mental state required for the commission of the offense
in question; or (2) such other person has not been prosecuted for or convicted of any offense based
upon the conduct in question, or has been acquitted thereof, or has legal immunity from prosecution
therefor; or (3) the offense in question, as defined, can be committed only by a particular class or
classes of persons, and the defendant, not belonging to such class or classes, is for that reason legally
incapable of committing the offense in an individual capacity.

§ 53a-10. Defense
(a) In any prosecution in which the criminal liability of the defendant is based upon the conduct of
another person under section 53a-8, it shall be a defense that the defendant terminated his complicity
prior to the commission of the offense under circumstances: (1) Wholly depriving it of effectiveness
in the commission of the offense, and (2) manifesting a complete and voluntary renunciation of his
criminal purpose.
(b) For purposes of this section, renunciation of criminal purpose is not voluntary if it is motivated,
in whole or in part, by circumstances, not present or apparent at the inception of the actor's course
of conduct, which increase the probability of detection or apprehension or which make more difficult
the accomplishment of the criminal purpose. Renunciation is not complete if it is motivated by a
decision to postpone the criminal conduct until a more advantageous time or to transfer the criminal
effort to another but similar objective or victim.
***
§ 53a-12. Defenses; burden of proof
(a) When a defense other than an affirmative defense, is raised at a trial, the state shall have the
burden of disproving such defense beyond a reasonable doubt.
(b) When a defense declared to be an affirmative defense is raised at a trial, the defendant shall have
the burden of establishing such defense by a preponderance of the evidence.

§ 53a-13. Lack of capacity due to mental disease or defect as affirmative defense
(a) In any prosecution for an offense, it shall be an affirmative defense that the defendant, at the time
he committed the proscribed act or acts, lacked substantial capacity, as a result of mental disease or
defect, either to appreciate the wrongfulness of his conduct or to control his conduct within the
requirements of the law.
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(b) It shall not be a defense under this section if such mental disease or defect was proximately
caused by the voluntary ingestion, inhalation or injection of intoxicating liquor or any drug or
substance, or any combination thereof, unless such drug was prescribed for the defendant by a
prescribing practitioner, as defined in subdivision (22) of section 20-571, and was used in accordance
with the directions of such prescription.
(c) As used in this section, the terms mental disease or defect do not include (1) an abnormality
manifested only by repeated criminal or otherwise antisocial conduct or (2) pathological or
compulsive gambling.

§ 53a-14. Duress as defense
In any prosecution for an offense, it shall be a defense that the defendant engaged in the proscribed
conduct because he was coerced by the use or threatened imminent use of physical force upon him
or a third person, which force or threatened force a person of reasonable firmness in his situation
would have been unable to resist. The defense of duress as defined in this section shall not be
available to a person who intentionally or recklessly places himself in a situation in which it is
probable that he will be subjected to duress.
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